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THE COX NEWSPAPERS TODAY REPORTED FORMER CIA DIRECTOR RICHARD
HELMS GAVE PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON "UNQUALIFIED ASSURANCE™ 1IN
1965 THAT THE AGENCY HAD NEVER BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY ASSASSINAT IONS,

THE COX REPORT QUOTED FORMER ATTORNEY GENZRAL AND UNDERSECRETARY
OF STATE NICHOLAS KATZENBACH AS SAYING HE WAS THE ONLY OTHER PERSON
FRESENT WHEN JOHNSON QUEST IONED HELMS 10 YEARS AGO . HELMS IS NOW
AMBASSADOR TO IRAN BUT WAS CIA DIRECIOR AT THE TIME,

"THE MEETING WAS IN THE SMALL OFFICE OFF THE OVAL OFFICE,”™ THE COX
REPORT QUOTED KATZENBACK. "I THINX THE PURPOSE WAS AN UPDATE ON THE
REBELLION IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC."
| "IT WAS AT THE END OF THE MEETING WHEN JOHNSON ASKED ABOUT THE
{ ASSASSINATIONS,™ XATZENBACH SAID, "HE AND HELMS STOOD UP, HELMS WAS
A FLAT. I TOOX IT AS AN UNQUALIFIED ASSURANCE THAT THE AGENCY HAD NEVER
i : BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY KIND OF AN ASSASSINATION.

"CONSIDERING HOW HE BECAME PRESIDENT (BECAUSE OF THE ASSASSINATION
OF JOHN F. KENNEDY), IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT JOHNSON WAS ACUTELY
SENSITIVE ON THE SUBJECT OF POLITICAL ASSASSINATIONS,"

HE SAID JOHNSON WAS CONCERMED ABOUT BOTH TRUJILLO'S DEATH AND THE

ASSASSINAT ION OF FORMER PRESIPENT NGO DINH DIEM OF SOUTH VIETNAM, WHO
WAS KILLED IN 1563, |
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i These conments represent the initial and tentative reaction of the ClA Operanops Center and of pprop
] L L doemev tn the attached item from the news wire services.



STATINTL B :
Approved For Release 2004/10/27 : CIA-RDP77M00144R000400090054}3

TOP SECRET SECRET CONFlDENTIAL_ \UNGLASSIF!.EE/;_)\\?i
e
CIA OPERATIONS CENTER g:g&v---
DIST: _ NEWS ANALYSIS SERVICE
DCI
DDCT _ i
ILLEGIB g{gCI/IC' - STATINTL
| BxEC sEC
DDS&T (2)
DI (2)

|

i

Tkt e e e 0

TYXa apbd Lead »1p ; ’
Iy DAVID C. UARFIN - '
Associaied Prass Yrider
WASHINGTON AP - Prepident Iynden B. Joh
tenurs in office $ha% the Cen%ral Indalll . **had never theen
%gggéYed in eny kind of assasgina%ion,’* OX Newspapery reporied
Themassurance was mode by Lorwer CIA Director Richard Helmsy who a%
the time was deputy dlreclor of the agency, former At4y, Gen.
Nlcholas daB, Xajzenbach was rovoried as sayine,
Kayzonbach Zold %the nswspaper chain %hak ha wag

d durlng bhis

9 , . the only other

I8rson nresen% when Johnson asked Halms abous CIA sssasgination vlois.
Thuegaﬁzynbach rgparked zhay ¢¥Isp yuzzled?r atroui published revnoris” $hal
LegC Freasidsng Ford 18 concernel tha% curpsnd investicalions mighs3 exXpu 88

 GenC CIA involvemsny in assassinations durding %he 1a%s 19608 and 19603,

%t the sams %ime, The fashingjon Pos% Tsporial he CIA ig
agpr@hﬁnsivs zha: ¢he protss mighs link zhe agency vo assassina®ion
plojs aimed a$ Fidel Casuro in Uuba, Rafasl Truitlle in 4ha Dominican
Republic =nd Pairice Lumunda in tha Congo.

The agency allesgedly has acimowlelged priva%ely +ha% assassina’ion
eénisodes In Cuba and &he Dominican Renublic mey have been 2%templed W
peraons wlth clogs conzacts %o she CIA, The Ponk reporsad.

Ciiing n r3linble source, %he Pos’ mald killing Zumunba was
discussed »iihin the agsncys but %het no aciion was %aken,

Trufillo and Lumuwba wers murlsrsd in 19061, Castre heas claimed %o
havea sguslchad Turpor¢ed a%iemphs on his l1ife. -
cgor?ai agency officials havs inslsied %hal no ¥1llings ever wars

Tried ouy.

Meanwhile, ths CIA $umed over %o Rep. Fella Abzug & file on hser
compiled Tty ihe agancy. The file repregentied the £irs? concrsis

svidence of whad CIA dirscior $11lizm T, Colty has acknowlediged warse
impropsr eciilviiises. :

The File, 2ad graf 8050.
1226 pED 05-06
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These comments represent the initial and tentative reaction of the Cl4A Operations Center and of the appropriate
analvtic component in the Agency to the attached item from the news wire services.



